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We, members of Afghan and international civil society, commend the initiative taken by Australia, Canada, Germany, and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands (states undertaking the initiative), who have formally called upon Afghanistan to cease its 
violations of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) under Article 
29 of the Convention. This initiative may potentially lead to a case against Afghanistan in the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), and it is a welcome step to illustrate solidarity in action with the women of Afghanistan.  

We also welcome the convening of virtual and in-person consultations with the Afghan human rights community and call for 
continued, inclusive, and meaningful discussions. This legal initiative is a significant step toward holding Afghanistan 
accountable for its obligations under international law. In the face of the worsening women’s rights crisis in Afghanistan and 
the Taliban's systematic and grave violations of women's and girls' rights since their takeover on August 15, 2021, there is a 
dire need for accountability and justice. According to the United States Institute of Peace (USIP), as of January 31, 2025, the 
de facto authorities have issued 138 decrees and measures against women and girls that have effectively erased them from 
public life, subjecting them to systematic, gender-based discrimination and persecution, which women in Afghanistan and the 
Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Afghanistan have described as tantamount to “gender apartheid.” 
The Taliban have barred women from secondary and higher level education, employment, political participation, and equal 
access to healthcare and have dismantled protections for women and girls experiencing gender-based violence. Afghan women 
have been bravely resisting the Taliban’s oppressive policies for the past three and a half years. Women protestors have faced 
arbitrary detention, torture, extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances. Afghan human rights defenders in exile have 
sought every international and regional platform to demand a reversal of the discriminatory bans and restrictions and have 
repeatedly called for accountability for these violations.  

As members of Afghan and international civil society, we stress the vital role of Afghan women and girls in this potential case. 
As agents of change, Afghan women should have opportunities to engage with states undertaking this initiative to contribute, 
whether in evidence gathering, case documentation, strategic communications, and future legal proceedings. Additionally, 
states undertaking this initiative should seek to center Afghan legal professionals where possible, including in decision-making, 
litigation strategy, and, where possible, lead oral arguments and litigation. 

To ensure the effectiveness and inclusivity of this process, we recommend the following actions to the Applicant States and 
the international community at large:   

● Meaningful and Safe Consultations:  Uphold comprehensive, inclusive, and meaningful consultations with the 
affected community both within the country and in exile to shape and enrich the process and increase its legitimacy. 

● Inclusive Participation: Ensure the inclusion and representation of Afghan human rights activists, women’s rights 
experts, legal scholars and academics, and civil society from diverse ethnic, religious, and linguistic communities of 
Afghanistan, as well as other vulnerable and marginalized groups, including survivors of gender-based crimes, people 
with disabilities, members of the LGBTQI+ community and youth. The meaningful inclusion of the affected 
community will increase the mobilizing power of the process. Members of the Afghan human rights community can 
continue to advocate for the case, galvanize support of more states, act as a bridge between the governments and the 
broader affected community on the ground, and amplify firm voices of support on Afghan media. This will also 
connect the process with millions of Afghan women and girls inside Afghanistan and carry further resonance for the 
people of the country.  

● Transparency and Awareness: Promote transparency throughout the future legal proceedings and dedicate thought 
and resources to raising awareness in the affected community through Afghan civil society partners.  

● Build broad-based support for the process:  Prioritize strategies for building broad support for the initiative, 
including from Muslim states and from the global majority countries. The severe violations of CEDAW in 
Afghanistan should be unacceptable everywhere. Afghan women deserve to see a strong, diverse, but united global 
alliance standing and advocating for their rights. This will remain difficult if there are perceptions of double standards 
regarding a potential future case before the ICJ from one or more of the Applicant States. Such perceptions could 
undermine the trust and credibility of the process, and the fragmentation in the international community will not 
serve Afghan women. The initiating states should address these concerns proactively at the outset to demonstrate the 
integrity of their efforts.  



Signatories: 

Organizational Signatories  Individual Signatories 

Rawadari  Farukh Leqa Unchizada, Human Rights Activist 

Femena  Wazhma Frogh 

AHRDO Latifa Jafari Alavi, Researcher in International Law 

Window for Hope Nazeela Elmi, Professional Specialist at Princeton University, 
Afghanistan Policy Lab and Raoul 

Khoosha Hafizullah Saeedi, Project Associate for Afghanistan at Asian Forum 
for Human Rights and Development 

Human Rights Watch Humaira Rasuli 

Wallenberg Institute SAHR 

Hami, Women Empowerment Organization Malia Shir M., Research Fellow at Raoul Wallenberg Institute 

End Gender Apartheid Campaign Sanga Siddiqi, Lawyer and Women’s Rights Advocate 

The Rahyab Initiative Sahar Ehsan, Women’s Rights Activist 

Hami, Women Empowerment Organization Angela Ghayour 

EHOAW Shokria Delijam, Member of Women’s Movement Towards Freedom 

Women’s Movement Towards Freedom ( یدازآ یوس ھب نانز شبنج ) Marzia Hussaini, Teacher  

Women Empowerment  Atefa Zafari, Prosecutor 

Civil Rights Movement of Protesting Women of Afghanistan Atefa Alizadah, Journalist 

TARZ PRESS Maleka Mahmoodzada, Journalist, Artist, and Women’s Rights 
Activist 

New Message for Afghan Women Organization (NMAWO)  Horiyah Bayani, Researcher and University Professor 

Institutions of Civil Society and Human Rights of Afghanistan Nilofar Moradi, Journalist & Human Rights Advocate 

Afghanistan Movement to Freedom Parasto Yari, Human Rights Advocate & Women’s Rights Activist 

Afghanischer Aufschrei Düsseldorf 
Sharifa Mowahedizada, member of Women’s Advocacy for Equality 
Network 

Refugee's Rights Activist Fatima Ahmadi, member of Women’s Advocacy for Equality Network 

AWA Foundation and Quqnoos TV Malek Sitez, Professor of International Law 

Afghan Elite Women's Movement  
Heritage for Peace and Sustainability Foundation  
Heritage for Peace and Sustainability Foundation  
Afghanistan Women's Justice Movement 
The Empowerment and Justice for Women Organization 
Najme Naween Association 
Action women  
Rose Sister Foundation  
WTS 
Women’s Advocacy for Equality Network 
AWICT 
Dialogue Hub for Command Ground 
Civil Society and Human Rights Network (CSHRN) 
Human Rights Defenders Plus (HRD+) 
HAMRAH Initiative 
Kabul School of Critics 

 

 


